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INTRODUCED BY:
COMMISSIONER BENET

ORDINANCE NUMBER: /91

AN ORDINANCE OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA,
PROVIDING FOR DOG CONTROL IN THE UNINCORPORATED
AREAS OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY, PROVIDING FOR APPOINT-
MENT OF AN ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER; REQUIRING

ALL DOGS TO CARRY IDENTIFICATION ESTABLISHING

THE NAME AND CURRENT ADDRESS OF THE DOG'S OWNER;
PROHIBITING FEMALE DOGS IN HEAT (ESTRUS) FROM
RUNNING LOOSE; PROVIDING FOR THE SEIZURE, CON-
TAINMENT AND DESTRUCTION OF DOGS NOT PROPERLY
IDENTIFIED OR THAT ARE SUSPECTED OF HAVING
RABIES; PROVIDING FOR THE SEIZURE AND CONTAIN-
MENT OF DOGS WHO BITE HUMANS; PROVIDING FOR THE
SEIZURE AND CONTAINMENT OF LOOSE FEMALE DOGS IN
HEAT (ESTRUS); PROVIDING PENALTIES AND IMPOUNDMENT
FEES; PROVIDING FOR DESTRUCTION OR CONVEYANCE OF
UNCLAIMED DOGS AND DOGS WHOSE OWNERS HAVE NOQT
PAID THE PENALTIES AND IMPOUNDMENT FEES; PROVI-
DING FOR THE DESTRUCTION OF RABID DOGS AND DOGS
RUNNING LOOSE THAT ARE SUSPECTED OF BEING RABID;
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners recognize that the

public health and safety of the citizens of St. Johns County will

be served by enacting dog control legislation, and

WHEREAS, effective dog control includes the impoundment of
strays, disposition of impounded dogs, confinement of certain

dogs, and the control of rabies and other matters,

NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Board of County

Commissioners of St. Johns County, Florida.

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS

A. DOG shall mean and include all members of the canine
families.

B. OWNER shall mean any person or entity having a right of
property in a dog, or who keeps or harbors a dog, or has
it in his care, or acts as its custodian, or who permits
a dog to remain on or about any premises occupied or
controlled by him;

C. VACCINATION AGAINST RABIES shall mean the injection of a
canine with antirabies vaccine approved by and admini-
stered in an amount and manner approved by the State Board
of Health.

SECTION 2. ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER

The Board of County Commissioners of St. Johns County, or their

designated agent is authorized to employ, and to pay such compen-
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csacion as deemed advisable, some suitable person or persons to be
kxnown as the "Animal Control Officer of St. Johns County." The
Animal Control Officer shall give bond for one thousand ($1,000.00)
to faithfully discharge the duties of this office, and ¢hall have
full auvthority within the unincorporated areas of St. Johns

o pick up, catch, or procure any dog that is not properly

[aad

County

.

dentified, or that is in heat (estrus) and is rcaming at large,

or believed to be a siray and cause such dog to be impounded in the
St. Augustine Humane Society Shelter or at such other shelter as
the Board may designate. He shall also have said authority for
dogs believed to be rabid or believed to have bitten a human being
within 10 cdays of the dogs seizure and impoundment.

SECTION 3. ANIMAL INFECTED WITH RABIES AND SUSPECTED RABIES CASES.
In the event any dog is impounded because of rabies or suépected
rabies, the Becard of County Commissioners or the Animal Control
Officer shall have full and complete authority to secure the
services of a licensed veterinarian in order to obkserve such

disease for a period as deemed necessary by the County Health

[

Officer. 1In the event the County Health Officer or Animal
Control Officer is of the opinion that the health and safety

of the citizens of St. Johns County would be jeopardized by the
continued existence of such infected animal theﬁ the animal may
be destroyed without any compensation to the owner.

SECTION 4. IMPOUNDMENT OF DOGS BELIEVED TO HAVE BITTEN HUMANS.
All dogs that are believed to have bitten a human being shall be
contained at the St. Augustine Humane Society Shelter or at a
Veterinary Clinic or hospital of the owners choice. All costs
of confinement, observation and testing shall be paid by the
dog's owner. The confinement shall be for the purposes of
observing and/or testing the dog for rabies and shall continue
for at least 10 days subsequent to the date of the dog bite.
The dog may be released to the owner at any time prior to the
expiration of 10 days upon payment of a $2.00 impoundment fee
and all costs and upon presentation to the animal control

officer, or such other person as the Board may appoint, of
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wate peoof that the dog has been vacinnated against rabices
by a liconsed vetericarian within the past 12 wonths; provided
that the cwnér guarantces that he will confine the dog at the
owner's heme for the 10 days period and will permit obscrvation
of the dog by the animal control officer and county health
officials at reasonable times during the 10 cay period. The

dog may be released subseguent to the 10 day period upon a
dztermination that the dog is not rabid and upon payment of

a $2.00 inpoundment fee and all costs of impoundment, obser-
vation and testing.

SECTICN 5. DOG IDENTIFTICATION

Fvery dog in the unincorporated arca of St. Johns County,
Florida shall have a collar or such other appropriate device

on the dog that contains the name and current address of the
cwner of the dog. This identification shall be on the dog at
all times in which the dog is not confined.

SECTION 6. FEMALE DOGS IN HEAT (=STRUS)

Female dogs in heat (estrus) shall not be permitted to run loose
in the unincorporated areas of St. Johns County, Florida.
SECTICN 7. CLAIMING OF DOG BY OWNER

"he owner of any dog scized and iupounded or confined pursuant
to this ordinance for any reason other than dog bite or
suspected rebies shall be entitled to receive the dog upon the
occurence of cach of the follewing:

A. Payment of a $2.00 impoundment fee.

$5.00 for each 24 hours and fraction

Hh

B. Paynent ©
thercof over an initial 8 hours that the dog is
confined at the St. Rucgustine Humane Society
Shelter or other shelter designated by the
County.

C. Payment of the fine, if any, specified in Section

8. Payment of the above amounts shall be made
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to the person or entity designated by the Board

of Connty Commissioners of St. Jchus County,

Florida.
SKECTION 8. FINES
The owner of any dog whese dog or dogs has boen seized and/or
impounded pursuant to this ordinance shall pay a fine as follows:

A. For a second seizure or ilmpoundment within 12
months, the fine shall be $5.00.
B. For each seizure or impoundment over 2 within

a 12 month period, the fine shall be $10.00.
This fine shall apply even if more than one dog is involved. The
fine shall be paid to the person or entity designated by the Board
of County Commissioners of St. Johns County.
SECTION 9. NOTICE OF IMPOUNDMENT
The animal control officer, or such other person as he may desig-
nate, shall, within 24 hours, or during the next business cay,
after seizure and impoundment, notify the owner of the dog, if
kncwn, of the dogs impoundment. This notice shall be a written
notice mailed to the owners address as it appears on the dog's
identification. If there is no such identification on the dog,
notice is not reguired.
SECTION 10. DESTRUCTION OR CONVEYANCE OF IMPOUNDED DOGS
All dogs seized and impounded pursuant to this ordinance whose
owners have not claimed the dogs and paid the zccrued fees, fines,
costs and payments within 10 days of their impoundment may be
destroyed or they may be conveyed to other suvitable persons or
entities upon payment of all accrued fees and costs. Conveyance
pursuant to this section shzll operate as a complete forfeiture
and relinguishment of all rights, title, and interest of the
previous owners to the dog. Neither the county nor its officers
or employees shall be liable to the previous owners of the dog
for any cause arising from the destruction or conveyance of
the dog pﬁrsuant to this ordinance.

SECTION 11. OFFICER SAFETY IN SUSPECTED RABIES CASES

ORDINEZNCE BONK 3 PAGE 447

P




shonld the Animal Control Officer of St. Johns County, or asyone
acting under his authority, have reasonable grounds to Leliove
that any dog running at large in St. Johns County is infected
wiih rebies and such dog cannot safely be caught or impounded,
such animal may be killed by the Animal Control Officer or

other law enforcement officer without liability by such officer

r the County to the dogs owner.

O

SECTION 12. This ordinance shall take effect on the lbt day of

February . 1979,

PRSSED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY CCMMISSIONERS OF ST. JOHNS

COUNTY, FLORIDA this 4th  day of = January , 1979.

§
s
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BCARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF ST. JOHENS COUNTY, FLORIDA

BY: j/ /\ZJ/ @ /:'/7\

T alrman

ATITAEST: OLIVER LAWTON, CLERK

BL/)(/Q_‘;UL/ //L{_J/u }u)

Deputy Clerk

AN

opled: special - meeting 1/4/79

jO)

pffective: .¥February 1, 1979 ~° "° ~ "~
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PUBLISHED EVFRY AFTFRNOON EX <
USTINE AND ST, JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA

STATE OF FLORIDA,
COUNTY OF ST. JOHNS

T
t

ry
(10

R;;;-I;‘; ngdwrjﬁzli)fiuuth ority prersonally appeared __.
2L Lo Jdames  __ whoan outh says that lie is
———of the St Augustine Record, a
| daily neve-paper published at St Auvgnstine in St Johns County., Florida:
Lz2eal Nofice

| ,.
, o Advereie 1\.*78___%3_‘.‘1:980}:'

4 thiat the attached copy of advertiscment. heine a
; Bozxd ofCovnty Co

j oo T

!

e .
- -—a x -
icgioners Moeting

o2 DY the maiter of

__Dog Ceatiol

e _in the

— . (ourt,

wes published in said nevenaner jn the jssaes of
~ceinber 8, 1978

‘

Affiant Turther save that the St Aseustine Record i« g Hewspaper
,xejh]E\hvd at St _:\ngu.din(*. insaid St Johne County. Florida. and that 1he
i \!‘,:)!(.]..'“("‘,\;;E:il[i’(‘r}-":df' ;En‘ujllu)fux";" LN‘” l.,“,”“‘”l,”)”';]} pullished in wid S
s County Floridas cach day, exeent Seondaves and bae Been ontered

a ~econd elase marl matter ar e post affice in the City of <1 Ancastine.
in said St Johne Cmm!)’. Florida. for « period of one vedar nesl lnr:.wm*dinrr
the first publication of the atiached copy of udve Fiement: and uff‘i;m\;
farther savs that he has neither puid nor promised anv person. firm or
corporation any diccount. rehate. commi-<ion or refind for the jrurpose

of ceuring this ady ertisement for poblication in the «wid newspaper.

Sworn to and subseribed hefore me

this _&th dav of _Degesher
vnoo 78 o
Viglll (0 Ay,

i/
B i i A

NV .\'ular'\' Publice
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COPY OF ADVERTISEMENT

" NOTICE 1S HEREEY GIVEN THAT

THE ECARD OF COUNTY CGM-
MICSIONERS  OF ST, - JCHNS
COUNTY,  FLORIDA, AT TS
SPECAL MEETING ON JANUARY
4, 1978, AT 7200 O'CLOCK P M. IN
THE COUNTY CONMMISSIONERS
ROCM, 8T, JOMNS COUNTY
COURTAOUSE, ST. AUGUSTINE,
FLCRIDA, WItL HOLD A PURLIC
REARING 7O CONSIDER THE
AGE OF THE FOLLOWING
EDINANGE:

AN CEDINANCE OF ST. JOHN
COUNTY, FLORIDA PRCVIDING
FOR DOG CONTROL IN THE
UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF
ST. JCHNS COUNTY, PROVIDING
FOR APPOINTMENT OF AN
ANIMAL  CONTROL OFFICER;
REQUIRING ALL DOGS TO CARRY
IDENTIFICATION ESTABLISHING
THE NAME AND CURRENT AD-
DRESS QF THE DOGS OWNER:
PROHIBITING FEMALE DOCS IN
HEAT (ESTRUS) FROM RUNNING
LCGSE; PROVIDING FOR THE
SEIZURE, CONTAINIENT AND
DESTRUCTION OF DOGS NOT
PROPERLY IDENTIFIED OR THAT
ARE SUSPECTED OF HAVING
RABIES; PRCVIDING FOR THE
SEIZURE AND CONTAINWENT OF
DOGS  WRO  BITE  RHUMANS,
PROV:SING THE SEWZURE 4ND
CONTAINMENT OF LOOSE
FEMALE DOGS N HEAT
(ESTRUSY, PROVIDING
PENALTIES AND IMPOUNDMENT
FEES; - PROVIDING FOR
CESTRUCTION OR CONVEYANCE
OF UNCLAIMED DOGS AND BOGS
VWHOSE OWNERS HAVE NOT
FaID THE PERALTIES AND M-
POUNTIWENT FEES; PROVIDING

FOR THE DESTRUCTION- OF

RABID DOGS AND DOGS RUN-
NING LOOSE  THAT  ARE
SUSPECTED OF BEING RABID;
PROVIDING EFFECTIVE DATE.
The proposed Ordinance is on file
in the office of the Clerk of the
Circuit Court, St. Johns Ccunty,
Florica, St. Johns County Cour-
thouse, and may be examined by
parties interesled priof to ssid
publichearing. . .+ .

All parlies having any interest in
said Ordinance wil! be alforded an

opportunity 1o be heard at the:

public hearing. -
BOARD OF COUNTY COM-
MISSIONERS
QF ST. JO+HNS COUNTY, FLORIDA
BY: OLIVER LAWTON
s Clerk
D8-L31BAdv.
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Scecretary of State

STATE OF FLCRIDA
THE CAPITOL
TALLARASSEE 32304

George Firestone

SECRETARY OF STATE Director, Division of Elections

904/488-7690

January 8, 1978

Honorable Oliver Lawton
Clerk of Circuit Court
St. Johns County . i
Post Office Drawer 300 o
St. Augustine, Florida 32084 2.

Attention: Marie Hudson, Deputy Clerk S

Dear Mr. Lawton:

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida
Statutes, this will acknowledge:

V//i' Receipt of your letter/s of January S,
and certified copy/ies of St . Johns
County Ordinance/s No./s 70._1
2. Receipt of County Ordinance/s

relative to

3. Receipt of an original/s and certified copy/ies of
County Ordinance/s No/s’

V///é. We have filed this/these Ordinance/s in this office

January 8 1979
5. We have numbered this/these Ordinance/s
and
was/were filed in this office 1979.

6. The original/duplicate copy/ies showing filing date
is/are being returned for your records.

Cordially,

(Mrs. §/Nancy Kavanaugzéf

Chief, Bureau of Laws

NK/ mb
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