ORDINANCE NO. 2023

AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA,
ESTABLISHING A SLOW SPEED MINIMUM WAKE BOATING
RESTRICTED AREA WITHIN A PORTION OF PABLO CREEK;
PROVIDING FINDINGS; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS;
PROVIDING FOR PROHIBITIONS AND EXEMPTIONS;
PROVIDING FOR THE PERM.. I'ING, INSTALLATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF SIGNS; PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEN.__NT
AND PENALTIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Chapter 327.46(1)(b), Florida Statutes authorizes counties to establish certain
boating-restricted areas, by ordinance, on waterways of the state, including portions of the Florida
Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) within their jurisdiction, including slow speed, minimum wake boating
restricted areas if such areas are within 300 feet of a bridge span presenting a vertical clearance of less than
25 feet or a horizontal clearance of less than 100 feet; and

WHEREAS, within St. Johns County the San Pablo Road Bridge spans Pablo Creek, a tributary
of the ICW; and

WHEREAS, the San Pablo Road Bridge at Pablo Creek has a vertical clearance of less than 25
feet and a horizontal clearance of less than 100 feet; and

WHEREAS, the prudent and safe operation of vessels is essential to the public health, safety, and
welfare of the citizens of the St. Johns County; and

WHEREAS, a slow speed minimum wake boating-restricted area on Pablo Creek at the San Pablo
Road Bridge is necessary to avoid navigational and safety hazards to persons and damage to property
resuiting from vessels traveling under and in the vicinity of the bridge.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of County Commissioners of St. Johns
County, Florida as follows:

Section 1. Findings. The above recitals are hereby adopted as legislative findings by
the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners and incorporated and made a part of this Ordinance.

Section 2. Definitions. For purposes of this Ordinance, the following definitions shall

apply:
(1) Person means an individual, partnership, firm corporation, association, or other entity.

) Slow Speed, Minimum Wake indicates a boating restricted area which has been established
to protect the safety of the public. Slow Speed Minimum Wake means that a vessel must be fully off plas
and completely settled into the water. It may not proceed at a speed greater than that speed which is
reasonable and prudent to avoid the creation of an excessive wake or other hazardous condition under the
existing circumstances. A vessel that is:
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(a) Operating on a plane is not proceeding at slow speed minimum wake;

(b) In the process of coming off plane and settling into the water or coming up onto plane
is not proceeding at slow speed minimum wake;

() Operating at a speed that creates a wake which unreasonably or unnecessarily endangers
other vessels is not proceeding at slow speed minimum wake;

(d) Completely off plane and which has fully settled into the water and is proceeding
without wake or with minimum wake, is proceeding at slow speed minimum wake.

3) Vessel means any boat, vessel, or watercraft being propelled or powered by machinery
including but not limited to personal watercraft.

4 Wake means all changes in the vertical height of the water surface caused by the passage
of a vessel, including but no limited to, a vessel’s bow wake, stern wake, and propeller wash.

Section 3. San Pablo Road Bridge Slow Speed Minimum V' ° = z ™-stricted Area. All
waters lying within and adjacent to Pablo Creek, from shoreline to shoreline, trom a line drawn
perpendicular to the centerline of Pablo Creek 300 feet northeast of the San Pablo Road Bridge to a line
drawn perpendicular to the centerline of Pablo Creek 300 feet southwest of said bridge as depicted on
attached Exhibit A.

Section 4. ™ '’b*i~=~ It shall be unlawful for any Person in physical control of a Vessel
in the Slow Speed Minimum Wake Boating Restricted Area to operate the Vessel in a manner in violation
of this Ordinance.

Section 5. Exemptic The restrictions created by this Ordinance shall not apply to
Vessels of any federal, state, county, or municipal agency while operated by an officer, employee, or agent
thereof who is engaged in law enforcement or other necessary municipal or governmental activity.

Section 6. S’ To ensure slow speeds, minimum wakes in the boating restricted area,
signs necessary for implementing this Ordinance must be permitted, installed, and maintained as required
by sections 327.40 and 327.41, F.S. The Department of Parks and Recreation shall design and obtain
necessary permits to install up to four signs, at appropriate locations to alert the boating public about the
existence and boundaries of the Slow Speed, Minimum Wake area. All signs shall comply with the
standards and regulations required by state law. No Person shall be charged with a violation of this
Ordinance prior to the posting of signs as required by this Section.

Section 7. E-“----—ent. This Ordinance shall be enforced by the St. Johns County Sheriff’s
Offi  and deputies thereo vision of Law ™ 1forcement of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission and its officers, and any other authorized law enforcement officer as provided for in section
327.70, F. S.

Section 8. T alties. Any Person violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be

charged with a noncriminal infraction by a boating citation, and shall be subject to other procedures and
penalties set forth in section 327.73, F. S. and other applicable provisions of chapter 327 of the Florida
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RON DESANTIS
Governor

May 18, 2023

Honorable Brandon Patty
C kof Courts

St. Johns County

500 San Sebastian View
St. Augustine, FL. 32084

Attention: Crystal Smith

Dear Honorable Brandon Patty,
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CORD BYRD
Secre v of State

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your
electronic copy of St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2023-18, which was filed in this office on May 17,

2023.

Sincerely,

Anya Owens

Administrative Code and Register Director

ACO/wlh

R. A. Gray Building ¢ 500 South Bronough Street e Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250

Telephone: (850) 245-6270



