
ORDINANCE NO. 2023 - ~ 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF ST. JOHNS, STATE 
OFFLORIDA, DISSOLVING THE DEERFIELD PRESERVE 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 189 AND CHAPTER 190, FLORIDA STATUTES; 
REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 2006-43; PROVIDING A 
DISCLAIMER OF DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS; PROVIDING· 
A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, on April 18, 2006, the St. Johns County Board of Commissioners 
(the County) adopted Ordinance 2006-43 establishing the Deerfield Preserve 
Community Development District (the District) ; .and 

WHEREAS, in a letter dated March 24 , 2020 , the District's registered agent 
notified Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) that the District has taken 
no action for over two years and the District has not had a sufficient number of board 
members to constitute a quorum for over two years ; and J. 

WHEREAS, on April 17, 2020, DEO published in the St. Augustine Record a 
Notice of Proposed Declaration of Inactive Status of the Deerfield Preserve Commun ity 
Development District (the Notice), which required any party objecting to the proposed 
inactive status to file an objection with the Department within 21 days of publication of 
the Notice; and 

WHEREAS, DEO did not receive any objections during the 21 days provided for 
objection to the Notice; and 

WHEREAS, legal counsel for the current developer for Deerfield Preserve, DR 
Horton , has been contacted and has confirmed that there is no objection to dissolution 
of the District; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 189.062, Florida Statutes, DEO has changed 
the status of the District from "active" to "inactive" and has requested that the County 
repeal Ordinance 2006-43, wh ich established the District, in a letter dated May 19, 
2020; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Sections 189.062 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, the 
County is required dissolve a community development district declared inactive by DEO 
and repeal the enabling ordinance; and 
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WHEREAS; it is the intention of the County to not undertake or accept any 
financial obligations, operating or maintenance responsibilities, or any other obligations 
of the District; and 

WHEREAS, the last Annual Financial Report Deerfield Preserve COD filed with 
the Florida Department of Financial Services in 2017 stated there were zero revenues , 
zero expenditures and zero debt; and 

WHEREAS, the County desires to dissolve the District, subject to the terms and 
conditions set forth in this Ordinance. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ST. 

JOHNS COUNTY: 

Section 1. The above recitals are adopted as findings of fact in support of this 
Ordinance. 

Section 2. This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to Chapter 189, Florida Statutes, 
Special Districts , General Provisions and Chapter 190, Florida Statutes, Community 
Development Districts. 

Section 3. The Deerfield Preserve Community Development District, established 
by Ordinance No. 2006-43, is hereby dissolved , pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 
189 and Chapter 190, Florida Statutes. 

Section 4. Ordinance No. 2006-43, which established the Deerfield Preserve 
Community Development District, is hereby repealed. The Clerk is directed to place 
Ordinance 2006-43 into the list of repealed ordinances. 

Section 5. Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as acceptance by St. 
Johns County of any financial obligations, operating or maintenance responsibilities , or 
any other obligation of the District. 

Section 6. Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance, no portion of any 
impact fee ordinance, concurrency provision , building code, comprehensive plan or any 
land development regulation shall be deemed waived or varied by any provision herein . 
Notwithstanding any provision of this Ordinance, no portion of any use restriction , title 
conditions, restrictions or covenants shall be deemed waived or varied by any provision 
herein . 

Section 7. If any provision of this Ordinance or the application thereof is finally 
determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to be illegal, invalid or unenforceable, 
such provision shall be deemed to be severable and the remaining provisions shall 
continue in full force and effect provided that the illegal , invalid or unenforceable 
provision is not material to the logical and intended interpretation of this Ordinance. 
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Section 8. This Ordinance shall take effect upon a certified copy being filed with 
the Florida Department of State. 

PASSED AND ENACTED by the Board of County Commissioners of St. Johns County, 

Florida this LQ1h day of<. Juhe., , 2023. 

ATTEST:BRANDONJ.PATTY,CLERK 
OF TH CIRCUIT COURT & COMPTROLLER 

EFFECTIVE DATE: JUN 1 2 2023 
--------

3 



Ron Desantis 
GOVERNOR 

May 19, 2020 

The Honorable Jeb S. Smith 
Chair, St. Johns County 

Board of County Commissioners 
500 San Sebastian View 
St. Augustine, Florida 32084 

DE 
-

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT If 
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 

Re: Declaration of Inactive Status of the Deerfield Preserve 
Community Development District 

Dear Chair Smith: 

Ken Lawson 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) administers Chapter 189, Florida 
Statutes (the Uniform Special District Accountability Act). This act charges DEO's Special 
District Accountability Program with duties and responsibi ities related to special districts 
including declaring special districts inactive under certain circumstances. 

The purpose of this letter is to notify you that the Deerfield Preserve Community Development 
District (district), an independent special district established by St. Johns County Ordinance 
2006-43, pursuant to Chapter 190, Florida Statutes, has become inactive and, pursuant to 
section 189.062(4), Florida Statutes, must be dissolved by the Board of County Commissioners. 

In a letter dated March 24, 2020 (enclosed), Mr. Dennis E. Lyles, the district's registered agent, 
notified DEO that the district has taken no action for over two years and the district has not had 
a sufficient number of board members to constitute a quorum for over two years. When this 
occurs, Section 189.062, Florida Statutes, requires DEO to begin the process to declare the 
special district inactive. This involves publishing a notice of proposed declaration of inactive 
status in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the special district is located, 
requiring any party objecting to the inactive status to file an objection pursuant to Chapter 120, 
Florida Statutes, within 21 days after the publication date. 

On April 17, 2020, DEO published the enclosed notice in the St. Augustine Record. On May 12, 
2020, DEO determined that no objections were filed and changed the district's status from 
active to Inactive. 

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity I Caldwell Building 1107 E. Madison Street I Tallahassee, FL 32399 
850.245. 7105 I www.FloridaJobs.org 

www.twiller.com/FLDEO lwww.facebook.com/FLDEO 

An equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and service are available upon request to individuals wi th 
disabili ties. All voice telephone numbers on this document may be reached by persons using TTY/TTD equipment via 

the Florida Relay Service at 711. 



The Honorable Jeb S. Smith 
May 19, 2020 
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Section 189.062(4), Florida Statutes, requires the entity that created a special district declared 
inactive to dissolve the special district by repealing its enabling laws. Accordingly, please repeal 
the district's establishing ordinance as amended and email documentation of that action to 
Jack.Gaskins@DEO.MyFlorida.com or mail it to the following address: 

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 
Special District Accountability Program 
107 East Madison Street, MSC-160 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100 

Thank you in advance for your assistance with this matter. If you have any questions, please 
contact Jack Gaskins Jr., at 850-717-8430. 

j) 
es D. Stansbury, Chief 

ureau of Community Planning and Growth 

Enclosures 

cc: Mr. Dennis E. Lyles, Registered Agent (via email) 
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PL£A!5E RCPLY TO: FORT LAUDCRDALC 

March 24, 2020 

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 
107 E. Madison Street 
Caldwell Building, MSC 110 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Re: Deerfield Preserve Community Development District 
Our file: 781.05579 

Dear Mr. Gaskins: 

CAMILLE E. BLANTON 
CHRISTINE A . BROWN 

BRAD .J. KIMBER 

KELLI F. LAGO 
SHAWN B . McK.-.MEY 

VANESSA T. STEINERTS 

.JOHN C . WEBBER 

Of'COUNSCL 

CLARK J . COCHRAN. JR. 

SUSAN F. DELEGAL 

S T EVCN F. BILLING. llt47·11t9'1 

HAYWARD D. GAY. 1843·t007 

This letter is written in response to the recently filed lawsuit State v. Deerfield Preserve 

Community Development District and follows our telephone conference regarding this CDD. 

Although this CDD was established in 2006 and your office has in the past received annual 

reports regarding the CDD, it has not held a meeting of the Board of Supervisors since 2007. The 

District Manager and I have both been contacted on several occasions regarding reinstating 

development activities for the land within the CDD and resuming the efforts of the Board to assist 

in those activities but there has been no formal activity by the COD or its Board since 2007. 

This CDD has taken no action for over two years and has not had a sufficient number of 

Board Members to constitute a quorum for over two years. 



I have recently been advised by Government Management Services that, due to the passage 

of time without communication from a landowner or Board Member regarding this CDD, it no 

longer considers itself District Manager and that it is not in a position to direct the undersigned as 

to any further legal action as District Counsel or Registered Agent. Accordingly, I no longer 

consider myself or my firm to be Registered Agent or District Counsel and I would request that 

your office remove my name as Registered Agent and my office as registered office. 

This will also serve to notify you that I am not in possession of the name of a contact person 

or entity with respect to this CDD. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~€.~ 
DENNIS E. LYLES 



From : 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 
Attachments: 

~ 
Christine vamere 
RE: [EXTERNAL) - Deerfield Pre;e1Ve COO 
Friday, May 21, 2021 8:48:iJ AM 
itl@e003 oog 
?Q?OOJ?4 Iaartjye Cqodjtkms I etter From BA rxtf 
Bo1mdary Map pdf 

Good morning Ms. Valliere, 

All local government entities are required to file an Annual Financia l Report (AFR) with the Florida Department of Financial Services. 

According to the Local Government Financial Reporting website Fiscal Year 2017 was the last year that the Deerfield Preserve COD filed 

an AFR, reporting zero revenues, zero expenditures and zero debt (see Snippet below) . 

Attached is the final communication we received from the district's registered agent and attorney dated March 24, 2020. In that letter, 

Mr. Dennis Lyles indicates that the district has not taken any action since 2007. He may be able to provide more information (see his 

contact information below) . 

The State Board of Administration, Divi sion of Bond Finance can verify whether the district ever issued bond debt (see contact information 

below). 

The St. Johns County Tax Collector' s may be able to help regarding whether the district ever levied debt service special assessments 

against real property located within the district. 

The landowner may be willing to provide an affidavit regarding whether the district has any debt. 

Lastly, I checked our records and we don't have any additional financial information about the district in our fi les. I'm not aware of any 

other state resources concerning special district debt. I hope this is helpful. Ja ck 

Last Registered Agent: 

Mr. Dennis E. Lyles 

515 East Las Olas Boulevard, Sixth Floor 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 

(954) 764-7150 

dlvles@bclmr com 

Florida Division of Bond Finance: 

• State Board of Admjnjstratjon of Florida Division of Bond finance 

0 (850) 488-4782 

o Bond@sbafla .com 

From the Florida Department of Financial Services: 

t::=j 

UnltType 

Speclol 
Obtuct 

Special 

Olslrkt 

Specia l 

D®ICI 

Special 
Distrkt 

Speci.11 
Olsttk t 

Special 
Dislrkt 

Jack Gaskins Jr., MPA 
Government Analyst II 

DE~ 
,,-LORIDA D~MEKT 'I' 

CCONOMIC OPPOA'rUMN 

UnltNune 

Cypress Cteek of Hdl$boroogh 
Coonty Community 
Development District 

oetrfleld P"''t<Ve Community 
O,,.,flOl)ment OtwlCI 

Eagle's Cte.st Commui.tv 
~opmtnt District 

East04\ Park Community 
llew!lopment Distna 

Glen St. Johns Community 
Developmrnt Oisttict 

Greater ukes I Sawgross Boy 
Community Development 
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6, IOS,O» 8,829,073 22,335,000 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

l .151,414 7,416,MZ 5,695,000 

1,759,160 1,984,803 2,740,000 

582,119 570,493 3,647,736 



Office: 850-717-8430 
Jack Gaskjns@OEO Myflorjda com 

www florjdalobs orn/SpecjalPistrjcts 

www Elorjda lobs orn/Offkjallist 

www ElprjdaJobs prg/SpecjalOistrjctHandbopk 
Sjqn UP foe QfO new,s god jnfoWJQtioo 

Follow us on:~ rtti!tu. and l.i!JkfJila. 

From: Christine Valliere 

Sent: Thursday, May 20, 2021 5:14 PM 

To: Gaskins, Jack 

Subject: [EXTERNAL] - Deerfield Preserve COD 

Good afternoon, 

St. Johns Cou nty received the attached letter from DEO rega rd ing the dissolution of Deerfi eld Preserve COD. My question for you is how 

can the County determine whether there are any debts or assets? 

Since the COD was declared inactive by DEO, Section 189.062(2). E.S., directs escheatment of all assets, and any debt associated with 

those assets, to the County. Any information you could provide to assist with that determination would be greatly appreciated. 

Best regards, 

Christine Va lliere 

Assistant County Attorney 

St. Johns County Attorney's Office 

500 San Sebastian View 

St. Augustine, Florida 32084 

(904) 209-0805 

This email communication may contain confidential information protected from disclosure by pnvacy laws and is intended for the use of the 1nd1v1dual named above If the reader of this 1nessage is not 
the intended recipient this rs notice to you that any d1ssertinabon. distribution or copying of this communication or any attachment to 1t may be a violabon of federal and state povacy laws If you have 
recefved this email in error please notify the sender immediately by return email and delele this message Please note that Florida has a broad public records law. and that all correspondence to me via 
email may be subject to disclosure Under Florida law email addresses are public records 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Date: 
Attachments: 

Ellen Averv-Smith 
Christine Vall iere 
Deerfield Preserve 
Monday, May 24, 2021 4:29:21 PM 
jmage001.onq 

Good afternoon, Christine. 

D.R. Horton has confirmed that it is okay for the Deerfield Preserve COD to be dissolved. 

Thanks for your help. 

Ellen 

Ellen Avery-Smith I Shareholder 

Ro<_; F R s T. o \\ ' !· I~ s 

Rogers Towers , P.A. 1100 Whetstone Place, Suite 200 I St. Augustine, Florida 32086 
Direct 904.825 .1 615 I Fax 904.825.4070 I Internal 5207 I eaverysmith@rtlaw.com I wwvv rtlaw com I View 
Attorney Bio 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email is from the law firm of Rogers Towers, P.A. 
("Rogers Towers") and the info rmation in this email and all attachments to thi s email (the 
"Information") are intended so lely for the intended recipient(s). The Information may be 
legally privileged and confidential. If you are not an intended recip ient or you beli eve that you 
have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately, delete the email from 
your computer, and do not rev iew, use, disseminate, di stribute or copy this email or the 
Information. Please also take the necessary steps to permanently remove any copies of the 
Informati on from your system and do not reta in any copies, whether in e lectronic or physical 
form or otherwise. If you are not an existing c li ent of Rogers Towers, do not construe anything 
in this email to create an attorney-client relationship between you and Rogers Towers unless 
the email contai ns a specific statement to that effect and do not disc lose anything to Rogers 
Towers in reply that you consider confidential. 
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THE ST. AUGUSTINE RECORD 
Affidavit of Publication 

FLA DEPT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNIT\' 
107 E MADISON ST. MSC-400 
THE CALDWELL BLDG 
TALLAHASSEE, FL 32399 

ACCT: 35546 
AD# 0003275070-0 I 

PO# 

PUBLISHED EVERY MORNING SUNDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 
ST. AUGUSTINE AND ST. JOHNS COUNTY. FLORIDA 

ST A TE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF ST. JOHNS 

Before the undersigned authority personally appeared MELISSA 
RHINEHART who on oath says he/she is an Employee of tl1e SI. Augustine 
Record, a daily newspaper published at St. Augustine in St. Johns County, 
Florida; that the allachc:d copy of advertisement being a NOTICE OF 
INTENT in the mailer of INACTIVE STATllS- DEERFIELD 
PRESERVE wus published in said newspaper on 04/17/2020. 

Affianl funhcr says lhal lhe St. Augustine Record is a newspaper published al 
St. Augustine. in St. Johns County. Florida, and that the said newspaper 
heretofore has been continuously published in said SI. Johns County. Florida 
1:1ch day and has been entered as second cl.us mail matlcr at the posl office in 
the City of SI. Augustine, in said Si. Johns County, Florida for a period of one 
year preceding the first publication of the a111ched copy of advertisement; and 
affiant further say~ the hc/AAc has neither paid nor promised any person. firm 
or corporation any discount, rebate, commission, or refund for the purpose of 
securing this advertisement for publication in said newspaper. 

Sworn lo (or affirmed) and subscribed before me by means of 

[VJ physical presence or 
r1 online notarization 

this - day of APR 1 7 20ZO 

1/c/~ 
by who is personally known lo 
me or who has produced as identification 
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

Marie Colee 
Cheri Ng 
Sjc Growth Management 
4040 Lewis Speedway, St. 

Augustine FL 32804 

LOCAL1Q 
FLORIDA 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN 

Before t he undersigned authority personally appeared, who 
on oath says that he or she is the Legal Coordinator of the 
St August ine Record, published in St Johns County, Florida; 
that the attached copy of advertisement, being a Main Legal 
CLEGL, was pub lished on the pu bl icly accessible website of 
St Johns County, Florida, or In a newspaper by print In the 
issues of, on: 

05/17 /2023 

Afflant further says that the website or newspaper complies 
with all legal requirements fo r publication In chapter 50, 
Florida Statutes. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, by the legal clerk, who 

y k'f!!Jin to me, on 05/17 /2023 

Notary, State of WI, County of Brown 

45. l ~ . 1,r6 
My commision expires 

Publication Cost: $239.60 

Order No: 
Customer No: 
PO#: 

8824393 

764108 

THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE! 
Please do nol 11se 1/iisformforpay111enl remltlance. 

#of Copies; 
0 

MARIAH VERHAGEN 
Notary Pub lic 

State of Wisconsin 

PO Box 631244 Cincinnati, OH 45263-1244 
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NOTICE OF A PROPOSED 
PUBLIC HEARING 

TO CONSIDER THE 
AMENDMENT TO THE 

DEERFIELD PRESERVE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing will be held on 
6/6/2023 at 9:00 am before the Board of County Commissioners 
in the St. Johns County Auditorium located at 500 San Sebastian 
View, St. Augustine, Florida to consider a Petition Terminating 
and Dissolving the Deerfield Community Development District. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF ST. JOHNS, STATE 
OF FLORIDA, DISSOLVING THE DEERFIELD 
PRESERVE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 189 AND CHAPTER 190, 
FLORIDA STATUTES; REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 
2006-43; PROVIDING A DISCLAIMER OF DISTRICT 
OBLIGATIONS; PROVI DING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The Deerfield Preserve COD is located at Deerfield Preserve. See 
attached map (Exhibit A) . This file and the proposed ordinance 
are maintained in the Planning and Zoning Division of the Growth 
Management Department located at the St. Johns County 
Permit Center, 4040 Lewis Speedway, St. Augustine, Florida 
32084 and may be inspected by Interested parties prior to said 
public hearing. Items not heard by 6 pm shall alltomatically be 
continued until 9 am the following day, unless otherwise directed 
by the Board. 

Interested parties may appear at the meeting and be heard wltll 
resQect to tile proposed ordinance. 

If a person decides to appeal any decision made with respect 
to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she 
will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose, 
he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings Is made, which record Includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 

This matter is subject to court imposed quasi-judicial rules of 
procedure. Interested parties should limit contact with the Board 
of County Commissioners or the Planning and Zoning Agency 
members on this topic , except in compliance with Resolution 
95-126, to properly noticed pllbllc hearings or to written 
commllnication, care of SJC Planning and Zoning Division, 4040 
Lewis Speedway, St. Augustine, Florida, 32084. 

NOTICE TO PERSONS NEEDING SPECIAL 
ACCOMMODATIONS AND TO ALL HEARING-IMPAIRED 
PERSONS: In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, persons needing special accommodations or an interpreter 
to participate in th is proceeding should contact the County's 
ADA Coordinator at (904) 209-0650 or at the St. Johns County 
Facilities Management, 24 16 Dobbs Road, St. Augustine, FL 
32086. Hearing Impaired persons, call Florida Relay Service (1-
800-955-8770), no later than 5 days prior to the meeting. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CHRISTIAN WHITEHURST, CHAIR 
FILE NUMBER: COD AMD-2021000004 
PROJECT NAME: Deerfield Preserve (Dissolution) 
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RON DESANTIS 
Governor 

June 13, 2023 

Honorable Brandon Patty 
Clerk of Courts 
St. Johns County 
500 San Sebastian View 
St. Augustine, FL 32084 

Attention: Yvonne King 

Dear Honorable Brandon Patty, 

CORD BYRD 
Secretary of State 

FILED JUN 1 2 2023 
St. Johns County 

Clertc of Court 

Pursuant to the prov isions of Section 125 .66, Florida Statutes, thi s will acknowledge rece ipt of your 
electronic copy of St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2023-22, whi ch was fi led in this offi ce on June 12, 
2023 . 

Sincerely, 

Anya Owens 
Ad min istrative Code and Register Di rector 

ACO/w lh 

R. A. Gray Building • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 
Telephone: (850) 245-6270 



Crystal Smith 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Get Outlook for iOS 

Yvonne King 
Tuesday, June 13, 2023 9:43 AM 
Crystal Smith 
Fwd: Transmitting St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2023-22 
St. Johns20230612_0rdinance2023_22_Ack.pdf 

From: County Ordinances <CountyOrdinances@dos.myflorida.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2023 8:40:16 AM 
To: Yvonne King <yking@stjohnsclerk.com>; County Ordinances <CountyOrdinances@dos.myflorida.com> 

Subject: RE: Transmitting St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2023-22 

Good morning, 

Please find the attached acknowledgment letter for St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2023-22, which was filed in this 
office on June 12, 2023. 

Best, 

County Ordinances 
Florida Administrative Code and Register 

Room 701 The Capitol I Tallahassee, Florida 

From: Yvonne King <yking@stjohnsclerk.com> 

Sent: Monday, June 12, 2023 3:35 PM 
To: County Ordinances <CountyOrdinances@dos.myflorida.com> 

Subject: Transmitting St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2023-22 

EMAIL RECEIVED FROM EXTERNAL SOURCE 

The attachments/links in this message have been scanned by Proofpoint. 

Yvonne King 
904-819-3645 
St. Johns County 
Ordinance No. 2023-22 
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