
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-!l..(Q__ 

AN ORDINANCE OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY, A POLITICAL 
SUBDIVISION OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, AMENDING ST. JOHNS 
COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 2009-36 CHILD SAFETY ZONE 
ORDINANCE; THIS ORDINANCE SPECIFICALLY AMENDS THE 
DISTANCE OF THE SAFETY ZONE FROM 300 FEET TO 1,000 AND 
AMENDS SECTION 3, ENTITLED "DEFINITIONS" TO PROVIDE A 
DEFINITION OF "AMENITY CENTER," "CHILD CARE FACILITY," 
"PERMANENT FACILITY," "PLAYGROUND," "SCHOOL," AND 
"SCHOOL BUS STOP" AND TO PROVIDE AN AMENDED DEFINITION 
OF "PARK" AND "SAFETY ZONE" AND AMENDING SECTION 4 TO 
CLARIFY THE NOTICE REQUIREMENT AND TO UPDATE THE 
FLORIDA STATUTE REFERENCED; MAKING FINDINGS OF FACT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, on or about September 1, 2009, the Board of County Commissioners for St. 
Johns County ("Board") passed and enacted the St. Johns County Child Safety Zone Ordinance, 
No. 2009-36, prohibiting the presence of registered sexual offenders and sexual predators from 
being present, loitering or prowling within specified locations that are primarily designed for, used 
by, or are primarily used by children in St. Johns County ("County"); and 

WHEREAS, the Board is interested in promoting the general health, welfare, and safety 
of the children of St. Johns County by reducing opportun ities for sexual offenders and sexual 
predators to make use of public spaces for criminal intent; and 

WHEREAS, this vital interest cannot be accomplished by a single law, but instead depends 
upon a cohesive and functional system of federal, state, and local laws, which must be amended 
and adopted from time to time to address new threats and circumstances as they arise; and 

WHEREAS, the Board finds that these revisions to St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2009-
36 will preserve, promote, and protect the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens of the County, 
including the safety and well-being of the chi ldren of the County by limiting their contact with 
sexual offenders and sexual predators. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA, as follows: 

Section 1. The above recitals are hereby adopted as legislative findings by the St. Johns 
County Board of County Commissioners and incorporated and made a part of this Ordinance. 

Section 2. Section Three, "Definitions" of St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2009-36 is 
amended to read as follows: 



SECTION THREE: DEFINITIONS 

The following terms are defined as follows for the purposes of this Ordinance: 

a) Amenity center shall mean a recreational fac ility, including, and not limited to, 
clubhouse, swimming pool(s), playground, and open space, operated primarily for the 
use of residents or neighborhood groups and their guests. For the purposes of this 
Ordinance, amenity center shall on ly be enforceable when chi ldren are present. 

b) Child, children, or minor shall mean an individual whose chronological age is less 
than eighteen (18) years. 

c) Child care facility shall mean any chi ld care center or child care arrangement which 
provides child care for more than five children unrelated to the operator and which 
receives a payment, fee , or grant for any of the children receiving care, wherever 
operated, and whether or not operated for profit. This includes day nurseries and 
fami ly daycare homes, licensed by the Department of Children and Famil ies. 

d) Loitering and prowling shall have the same meaning as Florida Statute Section 
856.021 as it may be amended, renumbered, or replaced. 

e) Park shall include all public and private property specifically designated as being used 
for recreational purposes and where children regularly congregate. 

f) Playground shall mean a designated independent area in the community or 
neighborhood that is designated so lely for children and has one or more play 
structures. 

g) Permanent facility means any public library, youth camp ground, youth sport facil ity, 
skate park and rink, public zoo, public water park, amenity center, or amusement park. 

h) Safety Zone shall mean on or within one thousand (1 ,000) feet of a chi ldcare facility, 
park, playground, permanent faci lity, school, and a school bus stop. 

i) School shall mean a private schoo l, a voluntary prekindergarten education program, a 
public school, the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind, and the Florida Virtual 
Schools, but does not include faci lities dedicated exclusively to the education of 
adu lts. 

j) School bus stop shall mean a site designated and approved by the St. Johns County 
School District for the purpose of load ing and unloading school chi ldren. For the 
purposes of thi s ordinance, a schoo l bus stop shall only be enforceable whi le children 
are present. 

k) Sex Offender shall mean an indiv idual who is registered or obligated to be registered 
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Section 3. 
follows: 

by any state or federal agency as either a sexual offender or sexual predator whose 
name is published or required to be published on any state or federal registered sexual 
offender or sexual predators listing, including, but not limited to the sexual offenders 
and sexual predators ' registry in Sections 943.0435, 775.21 , and 944.607, Florida 
Statutes. 

Section 4 of St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2009-36 is amended to read as 

SECTION FOUR: PROHIBITED PRESENCE, LOITERING OR PROWLING AT 
CERTAIN LOCATIONS; EXCEPTIONS 

(a) It is prohibited for a Sex Offender to be on or within a Safety Zone or to loiter or 
prowl within a Safety Zone. 

(b) Upon registration at the local Sherifrs Office, the Sex Offender shall receive a list 
and map of public and private areas that are considered to be within a Safety Zone of 
St. Johns County. The St. Johns County Sherriff's Office shall develop a list and map 
of the Safety Zones and shall update the list and map annually. At the time of 
registration, the Sheriff's Office shall provide a list and map of the Safety Zones. 
Failure to receive such list and map and failure for the list and map to identify a 
particular Safety Zone shall not be a defense to a claimed violation of this Ordinance, 
such list and map being provided only as a convenience. 

(c) Exceptions. The prohibition established above does not apply under the following 
circumstances. 

1) A Sexual Offender who is in the process of dropping off or picking up 
his or her own child or a friend or re lative's child (with permission of the 
child ' s parent or legal guardian) from a Safety Zone or while attending 
an activity with his or her own child or relative ' s child (with permission 
of the child ' s parent or legal guardian) or when attending an "adults only" 
function may not remain or loiter any longer than is reasonably necessary 
to accomplish the task. 

2) The Sexual Offender who is within the Safety Zone for the purposes of 
voting or registering to vote during the hours designated for the voting 
or registration process, but only for the time required to complete the 
voting or registration process. 

3) Residing at, or traveling to and from, the Sexual Offender' s place of 
residence, if the residency complies with Florida Statutes 775 .21 and 
775.215 as they may be amended, renumbered, or replaced. 
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4) Traveling to or from, or being at a government building for the purpose 
of conducting official business. 

5) A single trip whi le traveling past a Safety Zone in this section while en 
route to another destination . 

6) Traveling to or from , or attending a religious service. 

7) A minor Sexual Offender enrolled in a St. Johns County public or private 
school in grade one (1) through twelve (12), while attending or when 
present at his or her designated bus stop for transport to the school where 
he or she is enro lled . 

(d) For all activities involving the dropping off or picking up of a child or children, or 
attending an activity involving a child or children, or travel ing, attending services, or 
conducting official business as authorized above, the Sexual Offender may not 
remain or loiter any longer than is reasonably necessary to accomplish the task. 

(e) Distance Measurement 

a. For the purpose of determiningthe minimum distance separation requirement, 
distance shall be measured by following a straight line from the outer property 
line of the Safety Zone. 

Section 4. The remaining portions of St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2009-36 shall remain 
in full force and effect. 

Section 5. Severance Clause. It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners of St. 
Johns County, and is hereby provided, that if any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or 
provision of this Ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not be construed as to render invalid or 
unconstitutional the remaining sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases, or provision of 
this Ordinance. 

Section 6. Effective Date. Th is Ordinance shall take effect upon its being filed with the 
Department of State of Florida. 

PAS.&f.P AND ENACTED by the Board of County Comm issioners of St. Johns County, Florida, 
this l..jjb_ day of September, 2023 . 
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BOARDI F c UNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF ST. JO . CO TY, ORIDA -----

By: ~~-==~.,--,--,------'i.=--,-,:""'--=-,,..,--,--~~~ 
Christian 

ATTEST: Brandon J. Patty, Clerk of Court & Comptroller 

By CJ~a0&*1n 
D uty Clerk 
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LOCAL1Q 
FLORIDA 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

Brandon Patty, Clerk of Circuit Attn: Natasha McGee, Deputy Cler 
CLERK OF THE COURTS 
Minutes And Records 
500 San Sebastian View 

Saint Augustine FL 32084 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, COUNTY OF BROWN 

Befo re th e undersigned authority personal ly appeared, who 

on oath says that he or she is the Legal Coordinator of t he 

St Augustin e Record, published in St Johns County, Florida; 

that the attached copy of advertisement, being a Public 
Notices, was published on the publicly accessib le website of 

St Johns County, Florida, or in a newspaper by print in th e 

issues of, on: 

09/08/2023 

Affiant further says that the website or newspaper complies 

with all lega l requirements for publication in chapter 50, 

Florida Statutes. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, by th e legal clerk, who 

is personally known to me, on 09/08/2023 

Notary, State of WI, Coumy ofBro<'.6 . ls. l b 
My comm.ision expires 

Publication Cost: $121.04 

Order No: 

Customer No: 
PO#: 

9253402 

76411 4 

THIS IS NOT AN INVOICE! 
Please do not use this fonn for payment remittonce. 

#of Copies: 
1 

MAR IAH VERHAGEN 
Notary Pub li c 

Sta te of Wisconsin 

PO Box 631244 Cincinnati, OH 45263-1244 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF 
THE ST , JOHN S COUNTY BOARD 

OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
NOTICE 15 HER E B Y GIVEN that 
lhe Boord of Counlv Commiss ioner s. 
of St. Johns County , Florida, w ill 
hold o public hearing lo consider 
adoption of the following ord inance 
at a regular meet ing on Tuesday, 
Sep tember 19, 2023, of 9:00 o.m. in 
the County Audi1orium ol the Coun1y 
Administration Bulldfng, 500 Son 
Sebostian View. 51. August i ne. 
Florldo: 
AN ORDI NANC E O F ST, JOHNS 
COUNTY, A POLITICAL SUBD I V I-
SION OF THE STATE OF 
FLORI DA, AMENDING ST. 
JOH NS COUNTY OROINANCE 
NO. 2009-36 CH ILD SAFETY ZONE 
ORDI NANCE; THIS ORDINANCE 
SPECIF ICA LLY AMENDS T HE 
DISTANCE OF THE SAFETY 
ZONE FROM 300 FEET TO 1,000 
AND AMEN DS SECTION 3, ENT I­
TLED " DEFIN IT IONS" TO 
PROVIDE A DEFINITION OF 
"AMENITY CENTER,'' " CHILD 
CARE FAC I LITY," "PERMA-
NENT FAC;UTY," " PLAY-
GROUND," ''SCH OOL," AND 
" SCHOOL BUS STOP" AND TO 
PROVIDE A N AME N DED DEFIN­
ITION OF '' PARK" AND " SAFETY 
ZONE" A NO AMENDING 
SECTION < T O CL ARIFY THE 
NOT ICE REQUIREMENT A NO TO 
UPDATE THE FLORIDA 
STATUTE REFERENCED; 
MAKING FINDINGS OF FACT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERAB IL­
IT Y; AND PROVIDING FOR A N 
EFFECTI VE DATE 
The propased ordinance is on fi le In 
the offlce of the Clerk of the Board 
of County Commissioners a t 1he 
County Administro1ion Bui lding, 500 
Son Sebastion View, SL Augustine, 
Florido, and rnov be examined by 
ln1eres led por lies Prior to ttie said 
public hearing. Please lake no te 1hof 
the proposed ordinance ls sub l ect to 
revision prior t o hearing or adop­
tion. All porli es having any interest 
in .sa id ordinance will be afforded on 
opportuni ty to be heard of !he public 
hearing. 
If o person decides to ap~o l any 
decision mode wilh respect to onv 
matter cons idered at the hearing. 
such person wlll need a record of the 
Proceedings, and for such purposes 
he/.she may need fo ensure that o 
verbatim record of the proceedings 
is made, which record Includes the 
leslimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal Is to be based. 
NOTICE TO PERSONS NEEDING 
SPEC IAL ACCOMMODATIONS 
A NO TO ALL HEARING-
IMPAIREO PE RSONS: In accor­
dance with the Americans wil h 
Disabilities Act , persons needing a 
specia l ac:c:ommodalion lo partici­
pate in lhis proceeding should 
contact ADA Coordinolor, at (904-
209-0400 or at the Facilllies M anage­
ment Deportment, 2<116 Dobbs Rood, 
St. Augustine, FL 32086. For heari ng 
impaired lnd lv lduols: Florido Relay 
Servke : 1-800·955-sno. no later than 
5 days prior to the dote of this hear­
ing. 
BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 
OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA 
BRANDON J. PATTY, ITS CLERK 
By: Yvonne King , Deputy Clerk 
Pub : Sept a, 2023; #92SJ~02 

Page 1 of 1 

jO 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT 0 STATE 

RON DESANTIS 
Governor 

September 22, 2023 

Honorable Brandon Patty 
Clerk of Courts 
St. Johns County 
500 San Sebastian View 
St. Augustine, FL 32084 

Attention: Crystal Smith 

Dear Honorable Brandon Patty, 

CORD BYRD 
Secretary of State 

2 1 2023 
Fil.ED St....,.John-.,.-s_,Counly,,...-..,..._ 

Clerk of Court 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this wil l acknowledge receipt of your 
electronic copy of St. Johns County Ordinance No. 2023-46, wh ich was fi led in this office on September 
21 , 2023 . 

Sincerely, 

Anya Owens 
Administrative Code and Register Director 

ACO/wlh 

R. A. Gray Building • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 
Telephone: (850) 245-6270 


