RESOLUTION I _ 2024 -197

A RESOLUTION BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ST.
JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 2023 THREE-YEAR LOCAL
HOUSING ASSISTANCE PLAN (LHAP) TO ADD A MORTGAGE DOWN
PAYMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM STRATEGY AND TO MODIFY THE
EXISTING OWNER OCCUPIED REHABILITATION STRATEGY;
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, St. Johns County participates in the State Housing Initiatives Partnership
(SHIP) Program, administered by the Florida Housing Finance Corporation (FHFC), receiving
funds for the construction, acquisition, and preservation of affordable housing in accordance with
sections 420.907-420.9089, F.S.; and

WHEREAS, FHFC requires SHIP program participants to submit a Local Housing
Assistance Plan (LHAP) which descril  the County's methods and strategies to expend its
allocated SHIP funds to serve the housing needs of very low-, low-, and moderate-income eligible
participants; and

WHEREAS, in May 2023, the Board of County Commissioners ("Board") approved the
2023 three-year Local Housing Assistance Plan (“2023 LHAP”) (Resolution 2023-128); and

WHEREAS, the Housing Department is proposing an amendment to the 2023 LHAP to

1 a Mor 1ge Down Payment Assistance Program strategy to assist eligible first-time

homebuyers and to modify the existing Owner Occupied Rehabilitation strategy to allow
rehabilitation of eligible mobile or manufactured housing constructed after June 1, 1994; and

WHEREAS, participation in the SHIP Program and the proposed amendment to the 2023
Local Housing Assistance Plan serves a public purpose and is in the best interest of St Johns
County.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners of
St. Johns County, Florida that:

Section 1. The above Recitals are incorporated by reference into the body of this
Resolution, and such Recitals are adopted as Findings of Fact.

Section 2. The Board of County Commissioners hereby approves the amendment to
the 2023 Local Housing Assistance Plan adding a Down Payment Assistance Program strategy,
and modifying the Owner Occupied Rehabilitation strategy as attached and incorporated herein,
for submission to the Florida Housing Finance Corporation.
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The availability of SHIP funds will be advertised pursuant to program requirements in 420.907-
420.9079, Florida Statutes.

All SHIP funds will be expended in a manner which will ensure that there will be no discrimination on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap, familial status, or religion.

A process to determine eligibility and for selection of recipients for funds has been developed.

Recipients of funds will be required to contractually commit to program guidelines and loan terms.

Florida Housing will be notified promptly if the local government /interlocal entity will be
unable to comply with any provision of the local housing assistance plan (LHAP).

The LHAP provides a plan for the encumbrance of funds within twelve months of the end of the State
fiscal year in which they are received and a plan for the expenditure of SHIP funds including allocation,
program income and recaptured funds within 24 months following the end of the State fiscal year in
which they are received.

The LHAP conforms to the Local Government Comprehensive Plan, or that an amendment to the Local
Government Comprehensive Plan will be initiated at the next available opportunity to insure
conformance with the LHAP.

Amendments to the approved LHAP shall be provided to the Florida Housing for review and/or
approval within 21 days after adoption.

The trust fund exists with a qualified depository for all SHIP fundsasv lasprc am income or
recaptured funds.

Amounts on deposit in the local housing assistance trust fund shall be invested as permitted by law.

The local housing assistance trust fund shall be separately stated as a special revenue fund in the local
governments audited financial statements (CAFR). An electronic copy of the CAFR or a hyperlink shall
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be provided to Florida Housing by June 30 of the applicable year.

(12)  Evidence of compliance with the Florida Single Audit Act, as referenced in Section 215.97, F.S. shall be
provided to Florida Housing by June 30 of the applicable year.

(13)  SHIP funds will not be pledged for debt service on bonds.

(14)  Developers receiving assistance from both SHIP and the Low-Income Housing . ux
Credit (LIHTC) Program shall comply with the income, affordability and other LIHTC requirements,
similarly, any units receiving assistance from other federal programs shall comply with all Federal and
SHIP program requirements.

(15)  Loans shall be provided for periods not exceeding 30 years, except for deferred payment
loans or loans that extend beyond 30 years which continue to serve eligible persons.

(16)  Rental Units constructed or rehabilitated with SHIP funds shall be monitored for compliance with
tenant income requirements and affordability requirements or as required in Section 420.9075 (3)(e). To
the extent another governmental entity provides periodic monitoring and determination, a municipality,
county or local housing financing authority may rely on such monitoring and determination of tenant
eligibility.

(17)  The LHAP meets the requirements of Section 420.907-9079 FS, and Rule Chapter 67-37 FAC.

(18)  The provisions of Chapter 83-220, Laws of Florida have not been implemented (except for Miami-Dade

County).
Witness Chief Elected Official or designee
Witness Type Name and Title
Date
OR
Attest: (Seal)


































































