











EXHIBIT A

NOTICE OF REFERENDUM ELECTION IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA, ON NOVEMBER 5§, 2024

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A REFERENDUM ELECTION will be held
with the November 5, 2024 General Election, in the School District of St. Johns County, Florida,
for the purpose of determining whether or not the electors in the School District approve the levy
of one-half (0.50) mill for School District critical maintenance and equipment needs for four
years, beginning with the 2025-2026 fiscal year; all as more specifically described and provided
in a Resolution of the School Board of St. Johns County, Florida, adopted )
2024, and published below.

The polls will be open at the voting places from 7 am until 7 pm on November 5, 2024.
Mail-In-voting will be available for the referendum election. Adequate provisions shall be made
by the Supervisor of Elections for early voting in accordance with law.

All qualified electors residing within the School District shall be entitled, qualified, and
permitted to vote at the referendum election.

[Insert form of Resolution]

SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY,

FLORIDA
By: — -
Chail, .... School Boara or >t. sohns County,
Florida [SEAL]
ATTEST: i
Secretary, The Schoo! Boara o1 t. Johns County,
Florida
Approved as to form and legality:
Frank D. Upchurch III
School Board Attomney
6

T/Lex Taylor/School Board/Schoo! Board Levy Resolution v.1



APPENDIX A

SCHOOL BOARD RESOLU . .ON
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WHEREAS, as of the beginning of the 2024-2025 school year, approximately 13,000 District
students are scheduled to be housed in approximately 600 portable classrooms; and

WHEREAS, additional new schools and classroom additions are needed in St. Johns County to
relieve overcrowding and reduce the need for portables dueto  liment growth; and

WHEIL._..\S, school construction costs have significantly increased; and

WHEREAS, the need for the construction of additional new schools, reconstruction and
improvement of existing schools and safety and security improvements and technology upgrades
will continue indefinitely; and

WHEREAS, without an extension of one-half cent sales surtax, beginning in 2026, the District will
lose more than $35 million per year in capital outlay revenue, further impairing ~ District’s ability
to build and improve schools as necessary to properly serve St. Johns County students; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated  t out of county visitors pay up to 38 percent of the sales taxes in St.
Johns County; and

W T EAS, pursuant to Section 212.055(6)(b), Florida Statutes, sales surtax revenue must now
be shared with eligible charter schools based on their proportionate share of the total School
District enrollment; and

WHEREAS, attached to this Resolution is a plan (the "Plan"} consistent with the provisions of
Section 212.055(6)(c), Florida Statutes, for the use of the proceeds of levy and collection of the
surtax for capital outlay and technology implementation, including continued monitoring by the
Sales Surtax Citizen Advisory Committec;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLY ) BY THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. JOHNS
COUNTY, FLORIDA THAT:

Section 1. Referendum. The School Board hereby calls for a referendum to be held throughout St.
Johns County, Florida, on the Tuesday following the first Monday of November, which is
November 5, 2024, for the purpose of submitting to the duly-qualified electors of St. Johns County
the question of continuing the existing one-half cent sales surtax for the purpose of ~ ‘ing the
costs of new construction, reconstruction,, and improvement of school facilities, inclu = ; safety
and security improvements and technology upgrades, with continued monitoring by the Sales
Surtax Citizen Advisory Committee. The School Board hereby requests for the St. Johns County
Board of County Commissioners to; (i} approve the date for the referendum, and (i) direct the St.
Johns County Supervisor of Elections to place on the ballot thet ™ it question set forth in Section
9 below and conduct said election pursuant to the provisions of Florida's Election Code.

Section 2. T~ g T ~~, If approved by a majority of the ballots cast, the proposed surtax levy
shall commence January 1, 2026. . .¢ surtax levy shall remain in full force and effect from January
1,2026, ‘il December 31, 2035, unless repealed or reduced prior to that © by resolution of
the School Board, which _ al or reduction may be effectuated without re dum, so long as
there are no bonds or « ~ r obligations of the School Board outstanding that are payable from the

proceeds of such levy.

fdu v. 8/19/24(2)



Section 3. Administration. The proposed surtax shall be collected, administered and paid to the
School Board by the Department of Revenue pursuant to the terms of Section 212.054, Florida
Statutes, and such other laws as may be applicable.

Section 4. Plan for Use of Sales Sur~~ Proceeds. The proceeds of the proposed school capital
outlay sales surtax, as authorized by Secnon 212.055(6), Florida Statutes, shall be used to provide

new construction, reconstruction and improvement of school facilities, including safety and
security improvements and technology upgrades. A plan for these capital expenditures is set forth
in the Plan for Use of Sales Surtax Proceeds which is attached hereto and incorporated herein as
Exhibit A.

Section 5. Charter Schools. As required by Section 212.055(6)(b), Florida Statutes, sales surtax
revenue will be shared with eligible charter schools based on their proportionate share of the total

School District enrollment.

Section6.SalesSuy  ~— °  LAdvisory Commiittee, The existing St. Johns County School District
Sales Surtax Citizen Aavisory Committee shall continue to operate under its duly adopted Rules
of Procedure as approved by the School Board of St. Johns County, Florida for the purpose of
monitoring and advising the School Board in regard to the expenditure of the sales surtax proceeds.

Section 7. Operational Expenses. Neither the proceeds of the surtax nor any interest accrued thereto
shall be used for operational expenses.

Section 8. ™ " :e of Election. A noticeofthere  ndum election shall be published in conformity
with Floriaa 1aw.

Section 9. Qfficial Ballot. The official ballot to be used in the election to be held on Tuesday,
November 5, 2024, shall be in English and Spanish and shall be in full compliance with the laws
of the State of Florida and shall be substantially in the following form:

Q AT ®ALLC _ (ENGLL..,

ONE-HALF CENT SALES SURTAX FOR CONSTRUCTION,
RECO....TRUCTION AND IMPROVEMENT OF SCHOOL
- ACIL W

Shall the School Board of St. Johns County, Florida continue the one-
half cent sales surtax to fund the construction, reconstruction and
improvement of school facilities, including safety and security
improvements and technology upgrades, beginning January 1, 2026,
a ~ending Decen ~ r 31, 2035, with contim | monitoring by the
sales surtax citizen advisory committee?

fdu v. 8/19/24(2)



I~~~ OFICIAL ( *<?ANOL)

IMPUESTO ADICIONAL SOBI__ LAS VENTAS DE MEDIO
CENTAVO PARA LA CONSTRUCCION,
RECONSTRUCCION Y MEJORA DE INSTALACIONES
ESCOLARES.

i.Debe The St. Johns County School Board continuar imponiendo el

_esto adicional sobre las ventas de medio centavo para financiar
la construccién, reconstrucciébn y mejora de las instalaciones
escolares, incluyendo mejoras de seguridad y actualizaciones
tecnologias, a partir del 1 de enero de 2026 y hasta el 31 de
diciembre de 2035, con el segu’ " nto continuo del comité asesor
de ciudadanos del recargo sobre las ventas?

FOR THE HALE-CENT TAX / A FAVOR EL
IMPUESTO1 MEDIO CENTAVO

AGAINST THE HALF-CENT TAX / CONTRA EL
IMPUESTO DE MEDIO CENTAVO

e

Section 10. S~--ability, It is declared to be the intent of the School Board that, if any section,
subsequent, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Resolution is for any reason held invalid or
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a separate,
distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining
portions hereof. -

ADOPTED at a Special Meeting of the School Board of St. Johns County, Florida the day

of , 2024, with a quorum present and voting.
SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. JOHNS
COUNTY, FLORIDA
By:_ —
Beverly swugn, vaan
[SE” "~
ATTRST.
Tim Forson o
Superintendent of Schools
St. Johns County School District
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Al UFFICIENCY:

Fr
Scnool boara Anomey
St. Johns County Schoel District
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PLA™TORUSEQFS """ 3UI™ 77777

Pursuant to Section 212.055(6), Flor * Statutes, capital improvements to be funded by
proceeds of the sales surtax shall be for:

a. Construction of new school facilities.

b. Renovation or renewal of school facilities.

c. School safety and security improvements.

d Technology upgrades, including hardware and software.

Scope of the projects will be based on a detailed assessment of the facility need and
condition, and providing for a safe and appropriate learning environment.

The Sales Surtax Citizen Advisory Cc  ittee shall continue to monitor and advise the
School Board on the expenditure of the surtax proceeds.

fdu v. 8/19/24(2)



Supporting Documents

1. Transmittal Letter dated August 20, 2024 from St. Johns County School Board

2. Minutes from Special St Johns County School Board Meeting, Tuesday, August 20, 2024



Tim Forson

Superintendent of Schools
40 Orange Street
St. Augustine, Florida 32084
(904)5 7500
www.stjiohns.k12.fl.us
~
August 20, 2024
Sciooi.Ba | v — - ND DELIVERY
Beverly S
DME?; Sarah Amold, Chair
Saint Johns County Board of County Commissioners
Anthony E. ColemanSt. | 500 San Scbastisn View
St. Augustine, FL 32084
Bill Mignon ]
District3 | Re: School Board Resolutions 2025-05 and 2025-06
Kelly Barrera | Dear Ms. Amold:
District 4
Patrick Canan The purpose of this letter is to transmit to you, the Commission and relevant staff two referendum
District s | ballot initiatives that the School Board wishes to place in front of the general electorate of St. Johns

County in November.

To that end, enclosed please find a copy of School Board Resolution 2025-05 calling for a
referendum election to consider the adoption of a continuation of the current one-half cent sales
surtax for the purpose of funding new school facilitics, renovations/reconstruction at existing
facilities, school safety and technology upgrades. The resolution was duly adopted by the School
Board at its special | _ »se meeting on August 20, 2024.

In addition, also enclosed is a copy of School Board Resolution 2025-06 calling for a referendum
election to consider the adoption of an additional operating millage of one mill for school district
operational purposes to include: 1) recruiting and retaining high quality teachers and staff, 2)
continued investment in school safety and student welfare, and 3) the preservation and enhancements
to certain educational programs.

Furthermore, for your records, you will also find eaclosed a draft copy of the minutes of that special
purpose meeting held on August 20, 2024.

Finslly, this is a formal request for the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners to place
the resolutions on a special called meeting agenda to properly approve the School Board’s request as
stated above, duly provided for in both resolutions and place both referendum questions on the
November 5, 2024 ballot for the voters of St. Johns County to decide.

Thank you for your cow y and cooperation in this matter.

rman
St. Johns County scnool Board

The St. Johns County School District will inspire good character and a passion for lifelong leamning
in all students, creating educated and caring contributors to the world.



Enclosures
cc's via e-mail:
Joy Andrew, County Administrator
Lex Taylor, County Attorney
County Commission Members
Tim Forson, Superintendent
School Board Members
Frank D. Upchurch ITI, School Board Attorney
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4, 5:04 PM BoardD o

S: IAL SCHOOL BOARD M IG - TO CONSIDER SALES TAX AND OPERATING MILLAGE REFEREl IMS AND

UNION RATIFICATIONS (Tusaday, August 20, 2024)
Generated by Mirlarn Testasecca on Tuesday, August 20, 2024

D, 'PRO T E| BER 1 2 (el D ME; G

Members present
Bev Slough, Kelly Barrera, Patrick Canan, Tony Coleman, Jennifer Coliins (Bev Slough was caught In traffic)

Meeting called to order at 4pm
1. CALL TC ORDER BY THE BOARD CHAIR
2. ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS

3. OPENING COMMENTS FROM THE SCHOOL BOARD AND SUPERINTENDENT
Mr. Forson stated that we are bringing forward two important items to discuss.

4. SCHOOL BOARD ATTORNEY - ACTION

4,01 Request for Approval of a Resolution Calling for a Referendum Election to Authorize 8 Continuation of the Current Half-Cent
School! Capital Outlay Surtax

Motion by: Patrick Canan Second by: Kelly Barrera Final Resolution: Motion
Carries

Yen: Kelly Barrera, Patrick Canan, Tony Coleman, Jennifer Cof

4.02 Request for Approval of a Resolution Calling for a Referendum Election to Authorize an Additional Operating Millage of One
Miil for Operational Purposes

Motion by: Kelly Barrera Sacond by: Jennifer Collins Final Resolution: Motion
Carrles

Yea: Kelly Barrera, Patrick Canan, Tony Coleman, Jennifer Collins

Public Comment: Tamara Whitaker, Jacksonviile, FL
Ms, Whitaker spoke in support for the support staff, and for the referendum.

5. PERSONNEL/HUMAN RESOURCES ~ ACTION
5.01 Request for Approval of Collectlve Bargaining Agreement 2024-2025 with St. Johns Education Assoclation

Motion by: Kelly Barrera Second by: Patrick Canan Final Resolution: Motion
Carries

Yea: Kelly Barrera, Patrick Canan, Tony Coleman, Jennifer Colfins

Public Comment: Tamara Whitaker, IJacksonvlile, FL
Me. Whitaker thanked everyone for their professionalism.

5.02 Request for Approval of Colfective Bargaining Agreement 2024-2025 with St. Johns Educational Support Professional
Association

Motion by: Kelly Barrera Second by: Jennlifer Collins Final Resolution:
Motion Carrles

Yea: Bav Slough, Kelfy Barrera, Patrick Canan, Tony Coleman, Jennlifer Collins
Public Comment:

Char Rostakowkl, §t. Augustine, FL
Ms. Rostakowkl spoke in favor of ratification.

Tamara Whitaker, Jacisonville, FL
Whitaker stated that she appreciates the work.

6. PUBLIC COMMENT

7. CLOSING COMMENTS FROM THE SCHOOL BOARD AND SUPERINTENDENT
Ms, Collins stated that we don't know what we would,
Mr. Canan thanked both teams for all their work.

hitps://go.boarddocs.com/flistiohna/Board. nef/Private Popen&loging
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8/20124, 5:04 PM BoardC ®Pro
Mrs. Barrera and Mr. Coleman thanked everyone.
Mrs. Slough apologized for being detained in traffic and thanked both teams.
Mr. Forson spoke about setting a target for where we want to go.

8. ADJOURNMENT - 5:03 pm

htpa:ifgo.boarddocs.com/Misfohna/Board.neffPrivata7open&iogind





