











EXL...TA

NOTICE OF REFERENDUM ELECTION IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY, ™ JRIDA, ON NOVEMBER 5§, 2024

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A REFERENDUM ELECTION will be held
with the November 5, 2024 General Election, in the School District of St. Johns County, Florida,
for the purpose of determining whether or not the electors in the School District approve the levy
of an ad valorem property tax of one mill annually for four years from July 1, 2025 through June
30, 2029, to provide funding to: (a) recruit and retain high-quality teachers and staff by paying
competitive compensation as compared to surrounding school districts, (b) continue to invest in
school safety and student welfare, including school nurses and special education, and {c)
preserve and enhance educational programs, including science, technology, art, music and
athletics, for the benefit of traditional public and charter schools; all as more specifically
described and provided in a Resolution of the School Board of St. Johns County, Florida,
adopted , 2024, and published below.

The polls will be open at the voting places from 7 am until 7 pm on November 5, 2024.
Mail-in-voting will be available for the referendum election. Adequate provisions shall be made

by the Supervisor of Elections for early voting in accordance with law.

All qualified electors residing within the School District shall be entitled, qualified, and
permitted to vote at the referendum election.

[Insert form of Resolution]

SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY,

FLORIDA
By: _
Chair, 't e Scnool Board ot st. Jonins County,
Florida [SEAL]
ATTEST:
Secretary, The School Board of St. Johns County,
Florida
Approved as to form and legality:
Frank D. Upchurch I
School Board Attorney
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APPENDIX A

SCHOOL BOARD RESOLUTION
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THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA
RESOLUTION NO. 2025-6

A RESOLUTION OF THE SCHOC~ BOARD OF ST. JOHNS
COUNTY, FLORIDA, CALLING FOR A REFERENDUM TO
BE HELD ON NOVEMBYI~ 5, 2024, TO DETERMINE
WHETHER THE DULY QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF ST.
JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA, SHOULD ~—
DITIONAL OPERATING MILLAGE ~7 Of
ANNU. ~ .Y FOR FOUR YEARS BEGINNING JULY 1, 2025,
TO ENSURE CONTINUED STUDENT ACH.__ /EM....\T BY
PROVIDING FUNDING TO: (A) RECRUIT '~D RETAIN
HIGH-QUALITY TEACHERS AND STAFF BY PAYING
COMPETITIVE COMPENSATION AS COMPARED TO
SURROUNDING SC ™" )OL DISTRICTS, (B) CONTINUE TO
INVEST IN SCHOOL SAFETY AND STUDENT WELFARE,
INCLUDING SCHOOL NURSES AND SPECIAL
EDUCATION, AND (C) P~"3ERVE AND ENHANCE
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS, INCLUDING SCIENCE,
TECHNOLOGY, ART, MUSIC AND ATHLETICS, FOR THE
BENEFIT OF TRADITIONAL PUBLIC A... CHARTER
SCHOOLS; AND PROVIL...G FOR PROPER NOTICE OF
SUCH REFERENDUM.

WHEREAS, the funding available to the School District of St. Johns County, Florida (the
“District”) is insufficient to meet the _ .strict’s normal op  ing expenses; and

WHEREAS, the School Board of St. J ° 3 County, Florida (the “School Board”)
anticipates further decreases in available funding for operating expenses; and

WHEREAS, available funding is insufficient for the District to recruit and retain teachers
and instructional staff, paraprofessionals, school nurses, mental health professionals, food service
employees, bus operators and attendants, and safety, security, and other support staff; and

WHEREAS, in general, the State’s funding formula does not permit the use of capital funds
for operating expenses; however, Section 1011.71(9) and Section 1011.73, Florida Statutes,
authorize a school board to levy additional operating millage of up to one mill for up to four years
for school operational purposes, subject to approval by the electors of the county voting in a
refere = and

WHEREAS, if such additional operating millage levy is approved, the School Board will

provide funding for the purposes described above to traditional public and charter schools
" ughout the District, and such expenditures will be monitored by a citizen advisory committee.
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NOW, THE ~“ORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. JOHNS
COUNTY, FLORIDA:

Section 1. -t The School Board hereby calls for a referendum to be held
throughout St. Johns Counry, rionda, on the Tuesday following the first Monday of November,
which is November 5, 2024, for the purpose of submitting to the duly-qualified electors of St.
Johns County the question of whetherto it ase the operating millage by one mill for four years
beginning July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2029 to provide funding to: (a) recruit and retain high-
quality teachers and staff by paying competitive compensation as compared to surrounding school
« ricts, (b) continue to invest in school safety and student welfare, including school nurses and
special education, and (c) preserve and enhance educational programs, including science,
technology, art, music and athlet  for the benefit of St. Johns County traditional public schools

i charter schools. The Sc- 1l Board hereby requests the St. Johns County Board of County
Commissioners to: (i) approve the date for the referendum and (ji) direct the St. Johns County
Supervisor of Elections to place on the ballot the ballot question set forth in Section4  1conduct
the election pursuant to the provisions of Florida's Election Code.

Section 2. Term of Levy: C--—'e1 If the one mill increase shall be approved
by vote of a majority of -~ duly qualinea electors or St. Johns County, Florida, voting thereon,
tire School Board shall levy the one mill for the foregoing purposes for four years beginning July
1, 2025. As authorized by Section 1011.71(9), Florida Statutes, the revenue fromtheon« Il y
will be shared with eligible charter schools based on their proportionate share of District school
enrollment.

Section3. "~ -fElec” . A notice of the referendum election shall be published
in conformity w'~ Flonaa 1aw.

Section 4. Official Ballot. The official ballot to be used in the election to be held on
November 5, 2024, shall be in full compliance with the laws of the State of Florida and shall be
substantially in the following form:

OFFICIAL B* ™ *,OT (ENGL ™)

ONE MILL OPERATING MILLAGE TO INCREASE
TE/ HERPAY AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Shall the School Board of St. Johns County levy additional
operating millage of one mill annually for four years beginning July
1, 2025, to provide funding to: (a) recruit and retain high-quality
teachers and staff by paying competitive compensation as compared
to surrounding school districts, (b) continue to invest in school
safety and student welfare, including school nurses and special
education, and (c) preserve and enhance educational programs,
including science, technology, art, music and athletics?

fdu v. 8/19/24(2)
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IMPUESTO OPERATIVO DE UNA “MILESIMA DE DOLAR”
PARA AUMENTAR EL SALARIO DE LOS MAESTROS Y
PARA OTROS FINES

(Debe The St. Johns County School Board recaudar un impuesto
operativo adicional de una “milesima™ anualmente durante cuatro
afios a partir del 1 de julio de 2025, para: (a) reclutar y retener
maestros y personal de buena calidad pagéndoles compensacién
competitiva en comparaci6n con distritos escolares circundantes, (b)
invertir en seguridad y bienestar estudiantil, incluyendo enfermeras
y educacién especial, y (c) mejorar los programas educativos,
incluyendo ciencia, tecnologia, arte, misica y atletismo?

YES/Si
NO/NO

Section §. Seve " “'ty. Itis declared to be the intent of the School Board that, if any
section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Resolution is for any reason held
invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a
separate, distinct and independent provision, and su ~ holding shall not. ™ ct the validity of the
remaining portions hereof.

ADOI . ) at a Special Meeting of the School Board of St. Johns County, Florida the day
of ., 2024, w"" aquorum present and voting.

SCHOOL BOARD OF ST. JOHNS
COUNTY, FLORIDA

By:_
bevony swugn, Coair

[SEAL]

P

Superintendent of Schools
St. Johns County School District
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APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:

E
SULI.UUL DUMU LWALGY

St. Johns County School District

fdu v. 8/19724(2)



Supporting Documents

1. Transmittal Letter dated August 20, 2024 from St. Johns County School Board

2. Minutes from Special St Johns County School Board Meeting, Tuesday, August 20, 2024



District 1

Anthony E. Coleman Sr.
District 2

Bill Mignon
District 3

Kelly Barrera
District 4

Patrick Canan
District §

Tim Forson

Superintendent of Schools
40 Orange Street
St. Augustine, Florida 32084
(904) 547-7500
www.stjohns.k12.fl.us
August 20, 2024
T T 'NDDELI™TY
Sarah Arnold, Chair
Seint Johns County Board of County Commissioners
500 San Sebastian View

St. Augustine, FL 32084
Re: School Board Resolutions 2025-05 and 2025-06

Dear Ms. Amold:

The purpose of this lefter is to transmit to you, the Commission and relevant staff two referendum
ballot initiatives that the School Board wishes to place in front of the general electorate of St. Johns
County in November.

To that end, enclosed please ~ 1 a copy of School Board Resolution 2025-05 calling for a
referendum election to consider the adoption of a continuation of the current one-half cent sales
surtax for the purpose of funding new school facilities, renovations/reconstruction at existing
facilities, school safety and technology upgrades. The resolution was duly adopted by the School
Board at its special purpose meeting on August 20, 2024,

In addition, also enclosed is a copy of School Board Resolution 2025-06 calling for a referendum
election to consider the adoption of an additional operating millage of one mill for school district
operational pur s to include: 1) recru’ ” 1 retaining high quality teachers and staff, 2)
continued investment in school safety and student welfare, and 3) the preservation and enhancements
to certain educational programs.

Furthermore, for your records, you will also find enclosed a draft copy of the minutes of that special
purpose meeting held on August 20, 2024.

Finally, this is a formal request for the St. Johns County Board of County Commissioners to place
the resolutions on a special called meeting agenda to properly approve the School Board's request as
stated above, duly provided for in both resolutions and place both referendum questions on the
November 5, 2024 ballot for the voters of St. Johns County to decide.

T  kyoufor yourcourt and cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

——eery -y ... TMAaN

St. Johns Cfou';ty School Board

The 5t. Johns County School District will inspire good character and a passion for fifefong leaming
in all students, creating educated and caring contributors to the world.



Enclosures
cc's via e-mail:
Joy Andrew, County Administrator
Lex Taylor, County Attorney
County Commission Members
Tim Forson, Superintendent
School Board Members
Frank D. Upchurch ITI, School Board Attorney
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8/20/24, 5:04 PM Board ® Pro

SPECIAL SCHOOL BOARD MEETING - TO CONSIDER SALES TAX AND OPERATING MII iER RENDUMS AND
UNION RATIFICATIONS (Tueaday, August 20, 2024)
Generated by Mirfam Testasecca on Tuesday, August 20, 2024

DRAI T TTRLWILL ~~ T~ WED AL THE SEPTEMBER 10, 2024 L BOARD

Members present
Bev Slough, Kelly Barrera, Patrick Canan, Tony Coleman, Jennifer Coliins (Bev Slough was caught in traffic)

Meeting called to order at 4pm
1. CALL TO ORDER 8Y THE BOARD CHAIR
2. ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS

3. OPENING COMMENTS FROM THE SCHOOL BOARD AND SUPERINTENDENT
Mr. Forson stated that we are bringing forward two important items to discuss.

4, SCHOOL BOARD ATTORNEY - ACTION

4.01 Request for Approval of a Resolution Calling for a Referendum Election to Authorize a Continuation of the Current Half-Cent
School Capital Outiay Surtex

Motion by: Patrick Canan Second by: Kelly Barrera Final Resofution: Motion
Carries

Yea: Kelly Barrera, Patrick Cansn, Tony Coleman, Jennifer Coflins

4.02 Request for Approval of a Resolution Calling for a Referendum Election to Authorize an Additional Operating Millage of One
Mill for Operational Purposes

Motion by: Kelly Bar Second by: Jennifer Collins Final Resolution: Motion
Carries

Yea: Kelly Barrers, Patrick Canan, Tony Coleman, Jennifer Collins

Public Comment: Tamara Whitaker, Jacksonviile, FL
Ms, Whitaker spoke in support for the support staff, and for the referendum.

5. PERSONNEL/HUMAN RESOURCES - ACTION
5.01 Request for Approval of Collective Bargaining Agreement 2024-2025 with St. Johns Education Association

Motlon by: Kelly Barrera Second by: Patrick Canan Final Resolutlon: Motion
Carries

Yea: Kelly Barrera, Patrick Canan, Tony Coleman, Jennifer Collins

Public Cormment: Tamara Whitaker, Jacksonville, FL
Ms. Whitaker thanked everyonae for their professionalism.

5.02 Request for Approval of Collective Bargaining Agreement 2024-2025 with St. Johns Educational Support Professional
Association

Motion by: Kelly Barrera Second by: Jennifer Collins Final Resolution:
Motion Carrles

Yes: Bev Siough, Kelly Barrera, Patrick Canan, Tony Coleman, Jennifer Collins
Public Comment:

Char Rostakowki, St. Augustine, PL
Ms. Rostakowki spoke In favor of ratification.

T ra Whitaker, Jacksonvlile, FL
Ms. Whitaker stated that she appreciates the work.

6. PUBLIC COMMENT
7. CLOSING COMMENTS FROM THE SCHOOL BOARD AND SUPERINTENDENT

Ms. Collins stated that we don't know what we would,
Mr. Canan thanked both teams for all their work,

hitps://go.boarddoca,comfistiohna/Board.nsf/Private7opandlogint



B8/20124, 5:04 PM BoardDacs® Pro
= Rary 1 Mr Coleman thanked ever~na,
I oY lo dforbeing ainedir fic and thanked both teams.
Mr. Forson spoke about setting a target for where we want to go.

8. ADJOURNMENT - 5:03 pm

https:f/go.boarddoces.comMNstichns/Board.nsf/Privata?opanédogin#
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